V6                                 SCIENCE

. . . While the workshop for executing my
Perseus was in building, I used to work in a
ground-floor room. Here I modelled the statue
in plaster, giving it the same dimensions as the
bronze was meant to have, and intended to cast
it from this mould. But finding that it would
take rather long tc ^irry it out in this way, I
resolved upon another expedient, especially as
now a wretched little studio had been erected,
brick on brick, so miserably built that the mere
recollection of it gives me pain. So then I began
the figure of Medusa, and constructed the skele-
ton in iron. Afterwards I put on the clay, and
when that was modelled, baked it.

I had no assistants except some little shop-
boys, among whom was one of great beauty; he
was the son of a prostitute called La Gambetta.
I made use of the lad as a model, for the only
books which teach this art are the natural human
body. Meanwhile, as I could not do everything
alone, I looked about for workmen in order to
put the business quickly through; but I was un-
able to find any. There were indeed some in Flor-
ence who would willingly have come, but Ban-
dinello prevented them, and after keeping me
in want of aid awhile, told the Duke that I was
trying to entice his workpeople because I was
quite incapable of setting up so great a statue by
myself. I complained to the Duke of the annoy-
ance which the brute gave me, and begged him